
Kazakhstan

Geography

Location: Central Asia, northwest of China
Area:
total area: 2,717,300 sq km
land area: 2,669,800 sq km

Land boundaries: total 12,012 km, China 1,533 km, Kyrgyzstan
1,051 km, Russia 6,846 km, Turkmenistan 379 km, Uzbekistan
2,203 km

Coastline: 0 km (landlocked)
note: Kazakhstan borders the Aral Sea (1,015 km) and the Caspian
Sea (1,894 km)

Maritime claims: none; landlocked



Climate: continental, cold winters and hot summers, arid and
semiarid

Terrain: extends from the Volga to the Altai Mountains and from the
plains in western Siberia to oasis and desert in Central Asia

Natural resources: major deposits of petroleum, coal, iron ore,
manganese, chrome ore, nickel, cobalt, copper, molybdenum, lead,
zinc, bauxite, gold, uranium

Land use:
arable land: 15%
permanent crops: NEGL%
meadows and pastures: 57%
forest and woodland: 4%
other: 24%

Irrigated land: 23,080 sq km (1990)

Environment:
current issues: radioactive or toxic chemical sites associated with
its former defence industries and test ranges are found throughout
the country and pose health risks for humans and animals;
industrial pollution is severe in some cities; because the two main
rivers which flowed into the Aral Sea have been diverted for



irrigation, it is drying up and leaving behind a harmful layer of
chemical pesticides and natural salts; these substances are then
picked up by the wind and blown into noxious dust storms; pollution
in the Caspian Sea; soil pollution from overuse of agricultural
chemicals and salinization from faulty irrigation practices

Note: landlocked

People

Population: 17,376,615 (July 1995 est.)

Age structure:
0-14 years: 30% (female 2,589,509; male 2,664,952)
15-64 years: 63% (female 5,531,519; male 5,371,563)
65 years and over: 7% (female 820,900; male 398,172) (July 1995
est.)

Population growth rate: 0.62% (1995 est.)

Birth rate: 19.26 births/1,000 population (1995 est.)



Death rate: 7.93 deaths/1,000 population (1995 est.)

Net migration rate: -5.11 migrant(s)/1,000 population (1995 est.)

Infant mortality rate: 40 deaths/1,000 live births (1995 est.)

Life expectancy at birth:
total population: 68.25 years
male: 63.61 years
female: 73.13 years (1995 est.)

Total fertility rate: 2.43 children born/woman (1995 est.)

Nationality:
noun: Kazakhstani(s)
adjective: Kazakhstani

Ethnic divisions: Kazakh (Qazaq) 41.9%, Russian 37%, Ukrainian
5.2%, German 4.7%, Uzbek 2.1%, Tatar 2%, other 7.1% (1991
official data)

Religions: Muslim 47%, Russian Orthodox 44%, Protestant 2%,
other 7%



Languages: Kazakh (Qazaqz) official language spoken by over 40%
of population, Russian (language of interethnic communication)
spoken by two-thirds of population and used in everyday business

Literacy:
total population: 98%
male: 99%
female: 96%

Government

Names:
conventional long form: Republic of Kazakhstan
conventional short form: Kazakhstan
local long form: Qazaqstan Respublikasy
local short form: none
former: Kazakh Soviet Socialist Republic

Capital: Almaty

Independence: 16 December 1991 (from the Soviet Union)



National holiday: Independence Day, 16 December (1991)

Constitution: adopted 28 January 1993

Suffrage: 18 years of age; universal

Flag: sky blue background representing the endless sky and a gold
sun with 32 rays soaring above a golden steppe eagle in the center;
on the hoist side is a "national ornamentation" in yellow

Economy

Overview: Kazakhstan, the second largest of the former Soviet
states in territory, possesses enormous untapped fossil-fuel
reserves as well as plentiful supplies of other minerals and metals.
It also has considerable agricultural potential with its vast steppe
lands accommodating both livestock and grain production.
Kazakhstan's industrial sector rests on the extraction and
processing of these natural resources and also on a relatively large



machine building sector specializing in construction equipment,
tractors, agricultural machinery, and some defense items.

Industries: accounts for 26% of net national product; extractive
industries (oil, coal, iron ore, manganese, chromite, lead, zinc,
copper, titanium, bauxite, gold, silver, phosphates, sulfur), iron and
steel, nonferrous metal, tractors and other agricultural machinery,
electric motors, construction materials

Agriculture: accounts for 20% of GDP; employs about 26% of the
labor force; grain, mostly spring wheat; meat, cotton, wool

Illicit drugs: illicit cultivation of cannabis and opium poppy; mostly
for CIS consumption; limited government eradication program; used
as transshipment point for illicit drugs to Western Europe and North
America from Southwest Asia

Transportation

Railroads:



total: 14,460 km

Highways:
total: 189,000 km

Inland waterways: Syrdariya River, Ertis River

Pipelines: crude oil 2,850 km; refined products 1,500 km; natural
gas 3,480 km (1992)

Ports: Aqtau (Shevchenko), Atyrau (Gur'yev), Oskemen (Ust-
Kamenogorsk), Pavlodar, Semey (Semipalatinsk)

Airports:
total: 352

Defence Forces

Branches: Army, Republic National Guard, Republic Security
Forces (internal and border troops)
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